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information.
One afternoon shortly thereafter I paid a visit
to Mr. Zenzo Miyahara, proprietor of the Miya-
hara Yuinohinten, one of Tokyo's eight profes-
sional knot making and envelope folding estab-
lishments*
I found Mr. Miyahara in the throes of a very
knotty problem. He was trying his hand at a
new and fanciful pink plum blossom knot and not
faring very well. But Mr. Miyahara never loses
his temper. Twenty-five years of knot tying have
taught him the futility of excitement. He sells
his products mainly to kimono stores and to gift
shops handling katsuobusbi and other popular pre-
sents, for no gift can be a gift without the proper
kind of a paper wrapping or knot to adorn it*
During his quarter of a century of twisting
strings, Mr, Miyahara has acquired a repertoire of
about three hundred different knots, all of different
design^ colour or colour combination and each with
a symbolism of its own* And along with the ktiots
go folded envelopes of red and white paper of
which there are at least a thousand kinds.
"Why there are over a hundred kinds of en-
velopes just for holding money alone/* said Mr,
Miyahara. "Actually^ however, there are only
about twenty varieties of envelopes in common